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While Police Commissioner, Roosevelt eontinned and
deepened the interest in the welfare of the poorer classes
of the Community which he had developed while member
of the Legislature. As President of the Police Board he
was also a member of the Health Board, and in the latter
capacity he was brought into close relations with conditions
of life in the tenement house districts. He had made per-
sonal visits to these districts as a member of a legislative
investigating committee about ten years earlier and the
impressions which had then been made upon his mind as to
the crying need of reform and betterment remained un-
impaired. These impressions had been strengthened by
the revelations made in a very remarkable book by Jacob
A. Eiis, entitled "How the Other Half Lives," which was
published in 1890. He formed an intimate friendship with
Eiis, which lasted throughout the latter's life, and spoke
of him when he died as next to his father the best man he
had ever known, saying of his book that it had been to him
both an enlightenment and an inspiration for which he
could never be too grateful. In company with Eiis he
visited the tenement house regions, often at midnight, in
order to see for himself just what conditions were, just
what the police were doing in regard to them, and what the
Health Department was doing to regulate and improve
them. That a fresh and powerful impetus was imparted
to his interest in the social welfare of the masses by these
visits is recorded in his 'Autobiography':

"My experience in the Police Department taught me
that not a few of the worst tenement houses were owned by
wealthy individuals who hired the best and most expensive
lawyers to persuade the courts that it was * unconstitu-
tional' to insist on the betterment of conditions. These
business men and lawyers were very adroit in using a word
with fine and noble associations to cloak their opposition to
vitally necessary movements for industrial fair play and
decency. They made it evident that they valued the Con-
stitution, not as a help to righteousness, but as a means for
thwarting movements against unrighteousness. After my